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Introduction
This survey is part of the PRACTICIES (Partnership Against Violent Radicalisation in Cities) project
which is designed to understand the root causes of radicalisation in its many forms. This
understanding can then be used to better anticipate the growth of radicalism, and to allow for
effective early intervention as well as prevention strategies. The fight against extremism and
radicalisation requires a broadly-based approach so PRACTICIES draws both on experts in the fields
of humanities, political science and information technology, as well as representatives from civil
society in a network of European cities.
The European and international social and political climate is becoming more uncertain, with
increases in terrorist attacks, as well as the ongoing refugee crisis and a rising tide of populism in
many countries. Concerns are growing over the rise of extremism and violent radicalisation,
especially among young respondents.
This survey forms PRACTICIES work package two: an inventory of factors of insecurity and
radicalisation. The survey was designed to provide broad background information into the beliefs,
values and emotions of young Europeans. It also explores their sense of belonging and wellbeing,
and their exposure to discrimination, violence and radicalism in their daily life. It also investigates
their perceptions about their national society, as well as the situation in the world and the times
they live in. The use of and trust in different media sources is also explored.
This report is divided into five chapters, addressing a number of key themes:









Young people’s perceptions about radicalisation in society, and how it might progress in the
next five years. Opinions about the effectiveness of national and EU level actions to address
violent radicalism will be considered.
The values of young Europeans – including their opinions about and attitudes towards
society and societal values.
Young Europeans’ satisfaction with various aspects of their life, and whether they feel part
of society. Feelings of wellbeing, belonging and safety are considered, as well as experience
of various types of discrimination.
Exposure to radicalised persons, as well as the type of radical views embraced will be
discussed. Finally views about whether violent radicalism will increase, media habits and
trust in the media, including perceptions of the media’s role in society, and their trust in
different forms of media. Belief in conspiracy theories and exposure to hate speech online
and elsewhere will be discussed.
Attitudes to democracy – including perceptions about desirable traits of leaders, and the
restriction of individual freedoms in certain circumstances.
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Young respondents’ exposure to violence in various local and national environments is
considered, as well as their views on whether violence is acceptable and whether they would
personally resort to violence in certain situations.

Although the focus of the analysis in this report will be on young respondents aged 14-24, the survey
was conducted with respondents aged 14-50. The results of young respondents will be compared
with those aged 25-50 to highlight key points of difference.
This survey was conducted online by Kantar Public Brussels via the panel provider Research Now in
twelve European countries: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece,
Ireland, Italy, Poland, Portugal and Spain. The survey was conducted from 28 February to 21 March
2018. 12,013 respondents were interviewed in total (1,000 per country). A nationally representative
sample of 14-24 year olds (500 per country) and a benchmark nationally representative sample of
25-50 year olds in each country (500 per country) were drawn using quotas on age, gender and
region.
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Chapter 1. The perception of radicalisation
This chapter considers respondent’s perceptions of the radicalisation phenomenon in their country,
and their opinion about the progress of violent radicalisation over the next five years. Opinions
about the effectiveness of national and government actions will also be discussed.
Almost half think violent radicalisation is widespread in their country
Almost half (47%) of young respondents say violent radicalisation is widespread in their country1.
Close to one in ten (9%) say it is very widespread, while 38% think it is fairly widespread. Just over
half (52%) think violent radicalisation in their country is rare, with 8% saying it is very rare.
Q23

Q23

Would you say that violent radicalisation is widespread or rare in (OUR COUNTRY)?
(% - 14 to 24 years old)

Very rare
8

Fairly rare
44

Don't know/ Refusal
1

Would you say that violent radicalisation is widespread or rare in (OUR COUNTRY)?
(% - 25 to 50 years old)

Very widespread
9

Very rare
10

Fairly widespread
38

Don't know/ Refusal
1

Very widespread
7

Fairly widespread
37
Fairly rare
45

There is a broad range of opinion across countries. More than half of all young respondents in
Greece (58%), France (57%), Belgium (53%), Italy and Spain (both 52%) think violent radicalisation
is widespread in their country. In contrast, 15% in Portugal, 24% in the Czech Republic and 29% in
Ireland think the same way.
France (12%), Belgium (11%) and Germany (10%) are the only countries where at least one in ten
young respondents think violent radicalisation is very widespread in their country. At least one in
five in Portugal (27%), Ireland (21%) and Denmark (20%), on the other hand, say it is very rare.
Knowing at least one radicalised person does not appear to significantly influence perceptions about
violent radicalisation in one’s country. For instance, young respondents in Greece are the most likely
to know at least one radicalised person, and they are also the most likely to think violent
radicalisation is widespread in their country. However, respondents in France and Belgium are
amongst the least likely to know a radicalised person, but amongst the most likely to say violent
radicalisation is widespread in their country.
1

Q23 Would you say that violent radicalisation is widespread or rare in (OUR COUNTRY)?
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The socio-demographic analysis shows young respondents who think violent radicalisation is
widespread are most likely to be:


Women;



From the lowest social class;



Those who have experienced discrimination;



Those who know at least one radicalised person.

In fact, over half of the respondents in the lowest social classes and almost seven in ten respondents
who know at least one radicalised person say violent radicalisation is widespread in their country –
considerably higher than the overall opinion.
It is also interesting to note that respondents who believe in a larger number of conspiracy theories
are generally more likely to think violent radicalisation is widespread. For instance, 58% of those
who are unable to identify the truth in all nine statements say violent radicalisation is widespread,
compared to 39% of those who identified the truth in each case.
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Opinion is divided about the progress of violent radicalisation over the next five years
Slightly more than four in ten young respondents (42%) think violent radicalisation will spread in
their country in the next five years, while almost as many (41%) think it will remain at the same
level2. Just 14% think it will diminish, while 2% think it will disappear.
Q26

Do you think that violent radicalisation will spread, remain at the same level, diminish or disappear in the next
five years in (OUR COUNTRY)?
(% - 14 to 24 years old)
Disappear
2

Don't know/ Refusal
1

Q26

Do you think that violent radicalisation will spread, remain at the same level, diminish or disappear in the next
five years in (OUR COUNTRY)?
(% - 25 to 50 years old)

Diminish
10

Diminish
14

Disappear
2

Don't know/ Refusal
1

Spread
42
Spread
45

Remain at
the same level
41

Remain at
the same level
42

Greece (52%) and Germany (51%) are the only countries where the majority of young respondents
think violent radicalisation will spread, followed by 44% in France. In these three countries, as well
as in Austria and Spain respondents are most likely to think violent radicalism in their country will
spread. There is no consistent relationship between the belief that violent radicalism will spread in
the future, and opinion about how widespread it is currently. For instance, young respondents in
Greece and France are the most likely to think violent radicalism is currently widespread, and that
it will spread in the next five years. In Austria, on the other hand, young respondents are amongst
the least likely to say violent radicalisation is currently widespread in their country, but they are
amongst the most likely to say it will spread.
In all of the other countries studied, young respondents are most likely to think violent radicalism
will stay at the same level over the next five years, with those in the Czech Republic (50%), Poland
and Portugal (both 45%) the most likely to think this way.
Denmark (23%) and Portugal (24%) are the only countries where at least one in five young
respondents think violent radicalism will diminish, while not more than 5% in each country think it
will disappear in the next five years.

Q26 Do you think that violent radicalisation will spread, remain at the same level, diminish or disappear in the next
five years in (OUR COUNTRY)?
2
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The socio-demographic analysis shows few differences between groups of young respondents.
Women are slightly more likely than men to think that violent radicalism in their country will spread
(45% vs 39%). The only other notable difference is that respondents in the lower class are the most
likely to think violent radicalism will spread, while those in the middle classes are the most likely to
say it will remain at the same level.
With a considerable proportion of young respondents thinking violent radicalisation is widespread
in their country, and the majority thinking the levels will stay the same or spread in the next five
years, what are their views about government’s efforts to combat the problem?
Only a minority are satisfied with the actions of their national government or the EU in the fight
against violent radicalism
Almost half (46%) of young respondents are satisfied with the actions of their national government
in the fight against violent radicalisation, while 42% are satisfied with the actions of the EU in this
area3. Young respondents are more likely to be satisfied with the actions of the EU, compared to
older respondents (42% vs 34%).
In six countries, at least half of all respondents are satisfied with the actions of their national
government in the fight against violent radicalisation, with the largest proportions observed in
Portugal (63%), Denmark (60%) and Ireland (56%). In contrast, 21% of young respondents in Greece
and 35% in Spain are satisfied with the actions of their national government in this area.

Q24 Are your satisfied or dissatisfied with the actions of the (NATIONALITY) government in the fight against violent
radicalisation? Q25. Are your satisfied or dissatisfied with the actions of the European Union in the fight against violent
radicalisation?
3

Page 9 of 85

Practicies |740072
D2.3 – Survey report ‘European youth and radicalisation leading to violence‘
Young respondents in Denmark (60%), Ireland (49%), Belgium and France (both 47%) are the most
likely to be satisfied with the actions of the EU against violent radicalisation, while those in Greece
(24%) and the Czech Republic (30%) are the least likely to be satisfied.
Young respondents in Portugal, the Czech Republic and Austria are much more likely to be satisfied
with the actions of their government than the actions of the EU. There is no difference in opinion in
Denmark, while in Spain and Greece respondents are slightly more likely to be satisfied with the
actions of the EU than their national government.

The socio-demographic analysis of young respondents shows men, those who are religious and
practicing their religion, those born in another EU country and those who know at least one
radicalised person are the most likely to be satisfied with the actions of their national government
in fighting violent radicalism. Those in the highest social class, those born in another EU country,
those who have experienced discrimination and those who know at least one radicalised person are
the most likely to be satisfied with the actions of the EU.
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In addition, the younger the respondent, the more likely they are to be satisfied with the actions of
their national government or the EU. For example, 45% of 14-17 year olds are satisfied with the
actions of the EU, compared to 38% of those aged 21-24.
Young respondents who think violence is frequent in their country are less likely to be satisfied with
the actions of their national government than average (39% vs 46%).
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Chapter 2. The values of young Europeans, satisfaction with life and feelings of belonging
The theme of this chapter is the values of young Europeans. It begins by exploring the values of
young respondents, as well as their views on the society in which they live. Satisfaction with their
country, the world, and the times in which they live is then discussed. The final section of this
chapter looks at young respondents’ sense of wellbeing, their feelings of safety and belonging, as
well as their experience of discrimination.
2.1. Values in general
This first section starts with a discussion of the importance placed by young respondents on values
such as peace, justice, religion, the rule of law and democracy. Opinions about a range of issues
relating to common societal values are considered, including the sense that they live in a fair society,
the level of injustice in society, whether their values align with those of their national society, and
views about respecting a common core set of rights and values.
Young respondents’ opinions about the importance of respecting and adhering to the rule of law
will be considered, as well as attitudes towards the death penalty and abortion. Views on respect
for traditional and religious values are also discussed.
a. Most and least important values
Young respondents consider a wide range of values to be important
Respondents were asked the extent to which a series of values were important to them 4. Although
peace is the most important value (98%), for almost all values more than nine in ten respondents in
each age group say they are important. Almost nine in ten say they rule of law is important (89%),
and 87% say this about the freedom of the press. Three quarters (75%) say the nation is important
to them. Although large majorities of young respondents think each of these three values are
important, they are less likely to be mentioned than others such as peace, justice (97%) and respect
for human life (97%).
Religion is the only value that less than half consider important to them (45%), but even so this
represents a considerable minority.

Q1. To what extent are each of the following things important for you? 1.1 The rule of law; 1.2 Respect for human
life; 1.3 Human rights; 1.4 Freedom of the press; 1.5 Democracy; 1.6 Peace; 1.7
The nation; 1.8 Equality;
1.9 Solidarity; 1.10
Tolerance; 1.11 Religion; 1.12 Justice; 1.13 Equality between women and men; 1.14
Security; 1.15 Respect for other cultures; 1.16 Individual freedom; 1.17 Self-fulfilment
4
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Younger respondents are slightly less likely than their older counterparts to say the rule of law (89%
vs 94%) to the nation (75% vs 80%) are important, but otherwise there is no significant difference
between the groups.

The charts below show the value or values most likely to be considered important by respondents
in each country. The chart for respondents aged 14-24 shows a wide variety of opinion across the
countries studied. Italy (respect for human life), Austria and Germany (justice) and France (peace)
are the only countries where one value is considered most important. In the other countries opinion
about the most important value is divided across two to four values – or in the case of Greece across
seven.
Other highlights from the results for young respondents include:


The values that appear most often as the most important are justice (8 countries), peace (6),
respect for human life, or human rights (both 5).



Spain is the only country where equality or equality between men and women is most
mentioned, while Greece is the only country where solidarity is amongst the most
mentioned important values.
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Italy and Ireland are the only countries where peace, justice or security are not amongst the
most important. In these two countries human rights and/or respect for human life take
precedent.

Comparing the opinions of younger and older respondents highlights some notable differences. For
example, equality, solidarity and equality between women and men are amongst the most
important values for young respondents, but these values do not appear in the most mentioned list
for the older age group in any country. Other results include:


In Greece 14-24 year olds are most likely to mention peace, justice, respect for human life,
security, individual freedom, human rights and solidarity. Those aged 25-50 are most likely
to mention peace and justice.



In Austria and Germany young respondents are most likely to mention justice, but for older
respondents, justice is one of four or five most important values.



Older respondents in Belgium and Denmark consider security the most important, but this
isn’t one of the most mentioned important values for young respondents in either country.
These are the only two countries where there is no overlap in the things considered most
important by each age group.



Italy is the only country where young and old completely agree - for each age group respect
for human life is considered the most important.

The rule of law
Looking specifically at opinions about the rule of law shows 89% of young respondents think this is
important: 47% say it is very important and 42% that it is fairly important. Although the majority of
young respondents in each country say the rule of law is important to them, Greece (74%), Italy
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(58%), Spain (55%) and Portugal (52%) are the only countries where the majority say it is very
important.
Belgium is the only country where at least one in five say the rule of law is not important (23%),
although there are seven other countries where at least one in ten think this way.

The nation
Although the majority of young respondents in each country say the nation is important to them,
opinions are somewhat diverse. Proportions range from 89% in Portugal, 88% in Greece, 86% in Italy
and 85% in Poland to 61% in Belgium, and 64% in Germany and Austria.
Greece is the only country where at least half say the nation is very important to them (54%),
compared to 16% in Belgium who say the same. In fact, Belgium is the only country where fewer
than one in five young respondents say the nation is very important to them.
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Religion
Greece (69%), Poland (62%), Italy (54%) and Portugal (50%) are the only countries where at least
half of all young respondents say religion is important to them. This compares to 32% in the Czech
Republic and Spain, 33% in Belgium and 34% in Austria.
Greece (35%), Poland (25%), Italy (22%) and Ireland (21%) are the only countries where at least one
in five say religion is very important. This compares to 10% in the Czech Republic, 11% in Austria
and 12% in Spain.

The socio-demographic analysis focuses on the proportion of respondents aged 14-24 who think
each value is important:
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Women are more likely to say equality between men and women is important (96% vs 91%
of men), although a large majority of each gender thinks this is important.
There are few notable differences based on age. Those aged 14-17 are the most likely to say
the nation is important to them (81%), followed by 20-24 year olds (75%) and 18-20 year
olds (69%). In addition, those aged 14-17 are more likely to say religion is important to them:
49% say this, compared to 42% of those aged 21-24.
The higher a respondent’s level of education, the more likely they are to say the freedom of
the press is important, and the less likely they are to say this about religion. For example,
50% with low education say religion is important, compared to 40% with high education.
The higher a respondent places themselves on the social ladder, the more likely they are to
say the rule of law is important. In addition, those who place themselves at either end of the
social ladder are the most likely to say religion is important, but the least likely to say this
about human rights. The middle classes are the most likely to say respect for human rights
is important, and the least likely to say religion is important.
Respondents who live in the country of their birth are more likely to say democracy (93% vs
86%) or peace (98% vs 93%) are important, compared to those who were born outside the
EU. Those who were born in another country are more likely to say religion and respect for
other cultures are important, compared to those who live in the country of their birth.
Respondents who believe in most or all of the conspiracy theories asked about are more
likely to say religion or the nation are important, compared to those who believe in few or
none. The reverse pattern is generally true for other values.

Not surprisingly, young respondents who are religious are much more likely to say religion is
important (61% vs 19% who are not religious), but they are also more likely to say the nation is
important to them (80% vs 68%). The same differences occur comparing those who are
practicing their religion with those who are not. It is also interesting to note that the personal
importance of religion and the nation varies by religious group. For instance, young respondents
who identify as Catholic (83%) or Orthodox (84%) are the most likely to say the nation is
important to them, followed by other Christian denominations (78%), Muslims (77%) and
Protestants (68%). There are even larger differences when it comes to the personal importance
of religion. Nine in ten (90%) young Muslims say religion is important to them, compared to 73%
of other Christian denominations, 70% of Orthodox young respondents, 59% of Catholics and
50% of Protestants.
Finally, respondents who know at least one radicalised person are less likely to say each of these
values are important to them: respect for human life (93% vs 98% of those who do not know
any radicalised persons), human rights (93% vs 98%), equality (91% vs 96%), solidarity (90% vs
95%), tolerance (89% vs 96%), equality between men and women (88% vs 95%), security (93%
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vs 98%) and individual freedom (93% vs 98%). Respondents who know at least one radicalised
person are, however, more likely to say religion is important to them (56% vs 42%).

b. Common values and feeling of justice
A large majority of young respondents agree individuals should have to respect a common core
of rights and values, but only a minority think they live in fair society.
After exploring the values that are important to them, respondents were asked the extent to
which they agreed with a series of statements about common societal values, and about justice5.
Young respondents are most positive about the importance of respecting rights and values. More
than nine in ten young respondents think that every individual in their national society should have
to respect a common core of rights and values (92%). More than eight in ten agree everyone is
entitled to the respect of their rights related to their membership of a particular group in society
(85%).
Almost three quarters agree their personal values are close to the values of their nation (72%)
while around half agree that in general, there are more injustices in their country’s society than in
other societies (55%), or that their national society offers everyone opportunities for success
(50%).
Fewer than half of those aged 14-24 agree they live in a fair society, but they are more likely to
think this way compared to older respondents (48% vs 42%).

Q2. To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 2.1 Your personal values are close
to the values of (NATIONALITY) society; 2.2 You feel that you live in a fair society; 2.3 In general, there are more injustices
in (NATIONALITY) society than in other societies; 2.5 (NATIONALITY) society offers everyone opportunities for
success;2.12 Everyone is entitled to the respect of their rights related to their membership of a particular group in
society; 2.13 In (NATIONALITY) society, every individual should have to respect a common core of rights and values;
5
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Highlights from the national analysis include:






Young respondents in Denmark are amongst the most positive overall – they are the most
likely to feel they live in a fair society, one that offers everyone opportunities for success,
and one that has values close to their own. They are also amongst the least likely to say there
are more injustices in their society than in others.
Respondents in Greece, Spain and Italy, on the other hand tend to be more negative. For
example, respondents in Spain are the least likely to say their values are close to society’s
values, and they are amongst the least likely to say they live in a fair society that offers
everyone opportunities for success.
Respondents in the Czech Republic and Portugal are the most likely to agree everyone is
entitled to the respect of their rights related to their membership of a particular group in
society, and that every individual should have to respect a common core of rights and values.

The socio-demographic analysis illustrates a number of interesting patterns:
Respondents who are aged 14-17, have low education levels, are religious, or practicing their
religion are the most likely to agree with each of these statements:




Their personal values are close to the values of their society;
They feel that they live in a fair society;
Their society offers everyone opportunities for success.
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However, they are also the most likely to agree that in general, there are more injustices in their
society than in other societies, which is in contradiction with the fact that they are the most likely
to agree they live in a fair society.
There is general agreement across all socio-demographic groups that everyone is entitled to the
respect of their rights related to their membership of a particular group in society, and that in their
national society, every individual should have to respect a common core of rights and values.
Other interesting findings from the socio-demographic analysis include:











Young men are slightly more likely to agree their national society offers everyone
opportunities for success (52% vs 47% of women).
Orthodox young respondents are the most likely to agree their personal values are close to
the values of their national society. However, they are also the most likely to agree that there
are more injustices in their society, and they are the least likely to agree they live in a fair
society, or one that offers opportunities for everyone.
Young respondents who know at least one radicalised person are much more likely than
those who do not to say there are more injustices in their national society than in other
societies (70% vs 50%). However, they are also more likely to agree they live in a fair society
(57% vs 46%), and one that offers everyone opportunities for success (55% vs 48%).
Respondents born outside of the country where they currently live are more likely to agree
their society offers everyone opportunities for success. Those born in another EU country
are more likely to agree their personal values are close to the values of the national society
(82%), than those living in the country of their birth (72%) or those born outside the EU
(67%). The same pattern applies for the view that they are living in a fair society.
Respondents with two foreign-born parents are the most likely to agree their national
society offers everyone opportunities for success. Those with two locally-born parents are
the most likely to agree that in general, there are more injustices in their national society
than in other societies.
Respondents who believe in most or all of the conspiracy theories asked about are the most
likely to agree there are more injustices in their society than in other societies.
c. Attitudes towards societal values

Respondents were also asked the extent to which they agree with statements about the death
penalty, abortion, and respect for traditional or religious values societal values.
Respondents aged 14-24 are less likely to agree young respondents today do not have enough
respect for the traditional values of their country, compared to older respondents (65% vs 74%).
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Almost two thirds of young respondents (64%) agree young respondents today do not have enough
respect for religious values. This result is interesting given religion was the value least likely to be
considered personally important, with only a minority rating it important.
More than half of those aged 14-24 agree the death penalty is the most appropriate sentence for
certain crimes (57%).
Younger respondents are more likely than their older counterparts to agree that the right to
abortion should be limited to certain specific cases (48% vs 41%). This is the only statement where
a minority of 14-24 year olds agree.

In all the countries studied, the majority of young respondents agree young respondents today do
not have enough respect for religious values, ranging from 83% in Greece, 72% in Portugal and 71%
in the Czech Republic to 52% in Austria and 57% in Denmark and Belgium. In addition, in all countries
more than one in ten totally agrees, and in seven countries more than one in five does so – with the
highest proportions in Greece and Poland (both 27%).
These results highlight that there is no consistent relationship at a country level between the
proportion who agree young respondents do not have enough respect for religions values, and the
proportion who say religion is important to them. For instance, Greece and Poland have the highest
proportion of respondents who agree young respondents do not have enough respect for religious
values, and of those who say religion is important to them. In contrast, respondents in Spain are
amongst the most likely to agree young respondents do not have enough respect for religious
values, but amongst the least likely to say religion is important to them. A similar pattern is seen in
the Czech Republic and Portugal.
In all countries, however, respondents are more likely to say young respondents do not have enough
respect for religious values than they are to agree religion is important to them personally. The gap
ranges from 39 points in the Czech Republic and 36 points in Spain to 8 points in Poland, 12 points
in Denmark and 13 points in Ireland.
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In some countries the opinions about respect for religious values are mirrored by those about
traditional values. For example, respondents in Greece, Italy, and Portugal are amongst the most
likely to say young respondents do not have enough respect for either religious or traditional values.
In contrast, respondents in Austria and Belgium are the least likely to agree with either of these
statements.

There are five countries where the majority agrees the right to abortion should be limited to certain
specific cases: Poland (67%), Portugal (63%), Italy (58%), Greece (57%) and Ireland (52%). This
compares to 37% in Austria, 38% in Spain, France and Denmark.

In each country in the study more than one in ten respondents totally agree, with those in Poland
(33%), Portugal (26%) and Ireland (23%) the most likely to totally agree. In contrast, more than one
third in Denmark (43%), France (40%) and Spain (37%) totally disagree.

The socio-demographic analysis shows young respondents who agree the right to abortion should
be limited to certain specific cases are most likely to be found in the following groups:
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Men;



Those aged 14-17;



Those with low or medium levels of education;



Those who place themselves in the lowest social classes;



Those who are religious;



Those who are practicing their religion;



Those born outside the country they live in;



Those with two foreign-born parents;



Those who believe most or all of the conspiracy theories asked about.

The groups most likely to agree young respondents today do not have enough respect for
traditional values or for religious values are similar:


Those aged 14-17;



Those with low levels of education;



Those who are religious;



Those who are practicing their religion;



Those with two foreign-born parents.

In addition, men are more likely to agree young respondents today do not have enough respect for
the traditional values of their country (67% vs 62% of women).
Respondents who agree the death penalty is the most appropriate sentence for certain crimes are
most likely to be living in a village, to place themselves in the lowest social classes, who have two
foreign-born parents, or believe in most or all of the conspiracy theories asked about.
As has been the case in previous sections, those who have experienced discrimination, and those
who know at least one radicalised person are more likely to agree with each of these statements,
compared to those who have not/do not. For instance, 51% who have experienced discrimination
think the right to abortion should be limited, compared to 35% who have not experienced
discrimination.
Young Muslim respondents are the most likely to agree with each statement, except respect for
traditional values. For instance, 87% of Muslim youth agree young respondents today do not have
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enough respect for religious values, compared to 65% of Protestants, 69% of other Christian groups
and 75% of Catholic youth.

d. Satisfaction with different aspects of life
The majority of young people are satisfied with their lives
After being asked about the emotions they feel, respondents were then asked their level of
satisfaction with various parts of their life6. A large majority of young respondents are satisfied with
their family, their friends, their life overall, the place where they live, their studies and their future
prospects.
Just over half of those aged 14-24 are satisfied with their material and financial situation (57%).
Younger respondents are much more likely to be satisfied with their future prospects, compared to
older respondents (69% vs 59%), but they are less likely to be satisfied with their relationship status
(60% vs 71%) or their work (50% vs 59%). However, it is worth noting that for one quarter of younger
respondents (25%) their work status is not relevant – likely because they are still students.

Overall, respondents in Austria are amongst the most likely to feel satisfied with each one of these
aspects, while those in Portugal are satisfied with almost all of them. Conversely, respondents in
Greece and Spain are the least likely to be satisfied with almost all of these areas.

Q5. To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the following aspects of your life? 5.1 Your life overall; 5.2
Your work; 5.3 Your studies; 5.4 Your friends; 5.5 Your family; 5.6 The place where you live; 5.7 Your future prospects;
5.8 Your material and financial situation; 5.9 Your relationship situation.
6
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Life overall and future prospects
More than three quarters of young respondents in each country say they are satisfied with their life
overall, ranging from 87% in Austria, 83% in Portugal and 82% in Belgium to 77% in Italy and 78% in
Denmark and Greece. Furthermore, in six countries at least one in five say they are very satisfied.
Those in Austria (29%), Germany and Denmark (both 25%) are the most likely to be very satisfied
with their life overall, compared to 13% in Greece.
The majority of 14-24 year olds in each country are also satisfied with their future prospects,
although there is more variation. Those in Austria (81%), Denmark (79%) and Ireland (73%) are the
most likely to be satisfied, compared to 58% in Greece and 63% in Italy. More than one quarter in
Denmark (31%) and Austria (28%) are very satisfied with their future prospects, compared to 14%
in Greece.

The socio-demographic results for those aged 14-24 do not reveal any patterns that apply across all
areas.
Some interesting findings include:


Those aged 14-17 (86%) are more likely to be satisfied with their life overall than 18-20 year
olds (75%) or 21-24 year olds (77%).



Respondents who are religious are more likely to be satisfied with their life overall (83% vs
76%), the place where they live (80% vs 75%) and their material and financial situation (60%
vs 53%).



Respondents who practice their religion are more likely to be satisfied with their life overall,
compared to those who do not practice (84% vs 78%).



Respondents who have not experienced discrimination are more likely to be satisfied in
almost all of these areas, compared to those who have experienced discrimination.
However, there is no difference when it comes to relationship status or work.
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Respondents born within the EU are the most likely to be satisfied with their life overall,
their studies, their family or the place where they live. Those born in a country other than
the one where they live are the most likely to be satisfied with their future prospects.



Respondents with at least one locally-born parent are the most likely to be satisfied with
their studies, their friends or the place where they live.



In general, the more conspiracy theories a respondent believes, the less likely they are to be
satisfied with each aspect of life asked about. For example, 82% of those who correctly
answered all statements are satisfied with their life overall, compared to 70% who were
unable to identify the correct answer for any statement.

Feeling part of the society
Respondents were asked the extent to which they agreed with three statements exploring their
sense of belonging to society7.
Almost nine in ten young respondents agree having a good network and knowing the right people
is a necessary condition for success in their country (88%). More than eight in ten (81%) also agree
they can succeed if they want to. Young respondents are much more likely to agree with this
statement than older respondents. (81% vs 69%).
Almost three quarters of young respondents agree they feel they are fully part of their nation’s
society (73%).

At least two thirds of young respondents in each country agree they are fully part of their country’s
society, with proportions ranging from 84% in Portugal and 80% in Austria and Denmark to 67% in
the Czech Republic and Spain and 69% in Italy.
Q6. To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 6.1 You feel that you are fully
part of (NATIONALITY) society; 6.2 You can succeed if you want to; 6.3 Having a good network and knowing the right
people is a necessary condition for success in (OUR COUNTRY).
7
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More than one third of young respondents in Austria (40%) and Denmark (36%) totally agree,
compared to 14% in the Czech Republic and 19% in Belgium.
It is interesting to note that feeling fully part of your national society does not appear to be a
prerequisite for being proud of your nationality. In most countries, respondents are more likely to
say they are proud of their nationality than they are to say they feel fully part of national society. In
the case of Greece and the Czech Republic the difference is large (both +12 pp).

Once again, the socio-demographic analysis shows few consistent results amongst young
respondents. There is no difference across groups in the level of agreement that having a good
network and knowing the right people is a necessary condition for success in their country – large
majorities in each group agree.
In addition:


Respondents in the middle and higher classes are the most likely to agree you can succeed
if you really want to, and that they feel fully part of their national society. The same pattern
occurs comparing those who have not experienced discrimination with those who have.



Respondents who are religious, and those who practice their religion are more likely to agree
they feel fully part of national society.



Those aged 14-17 are more likely than those aged 18-24 to agree they feel fully part of their
national society (79% vs 69%).



Respondents living in the country of their birth (73%) are more likely to feel fully part of
national society, compared to those born elsewhere (67%-68%).



Respondents with two locally born parents are more likely to agree (74%) than those with
one or two (both 66%) foreign born parents.
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2.2. Assessments of current situations
This section of the report explores respondents’ satisfaction with the situation in their country, the
world, and with the times they live in.
a. In the country
Opinion is divided when it comes to satisfaction with the situation in their country: 49% of young
respondents are satisfied and 51% are dissatisfied 8. However, younger respondents are more likely
to be satisfied with the situation in their country than older respondents (49% vs 41%).
Q3.1

To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with ...?
The situation in (OUR COUNTRY) (% - 14 to 24 years old)

Total 'Dissatisfied'
51

Q3.1

To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with ...?
The situation in (OUR COUNTRY) (% - 25 to 50 years old)

Total 'Satisfied'
41

Total 'Satisfied'
49
Total 'Dissatisfied'
59

Young respondents’ satisfaction with the situation in their country varies considerably across
countries. The majority of young respondents in eight countries are satisfied, with those in Denmark
(83%) and Austria (80%) the most likely to be so. In contrast, just 7% in Greece are satisfied, followed
by 21% in Italy, 28% in Spain.
Denmark is the only country where at least one in five say they are very satisfied with the situation
in their country (25%), followed by 16% in Germany and 14% in Ireland. This compares to just 1% in
Greece, 3% in the Czech Republic and 4% in Spain and Portugal.
At least one quarter of young respondents in Spain (25%), Italy (27%) and Greece (38%) say they are
not at all satisfied with the situation in their country.

8

Q3. To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with ...? 3.1 The situation in (OUR COUNTRY).
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b. In the world
Just over one quarter of 14-24 year olds are satisfied with the situation in the world (29%), with 71%
dissatisfied9.
Q3.2

Q3.2

To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with ...?
The situation in the world (% - 14 to 24 years old)

To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with ...?
The situation in the world (% - 25 to 50 years old)

Total 'Satisfied'
29

Total 'Satisfied'
25

Total 'Dissatisfied'
75

Total 'Dissatisfied'
71

Only a minority of young respondents in each country are satisfied with the situation in the world,
ranging from 49% in Poland and 42% in Denmark to 10% in Greece, 22% in Spain and 23% in Portugal
and Italy.

c. The times in which they live
Almost six in ten younger respondents are satisfied with the times in which they live (58%), with
42% dissatisfied10. Younger respondents are more likely to be satisfied than their older counterparts
(58% vs 50%).
9

Q3. To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with ...? 3.2 The situation in the world.
Q3. To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with ...? 3.3 The times in which you live.

10
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Q3.3

Q3.3

To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with ...?
The times in which you live (% - 14 to 24 years old)

To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with ...?
The times in which you live (% - 25 to 50 years old)

Total 'Dissatisfied'
42

Total 'Dissatisfied'
50

Total 'Satisfied'
50

Total 'Satisfied'
58

The majority of 14-24 year olds in nine countries say they are satisfied with the times in which they
live, with those in Denmark (76%), Austria (73%) and Poland (70%) the most likely to be satisfied. At
the other end of the scale, 31% in Italy, 36% in Greece and 49% in Portugal are also satisfied.
Once again Denmark is the only country where at least one in five young respondents are very
satisfied (24%), followed by those in Poland and Ireland (both 18%). At the other end of the scale
3% in Portugal, 6% in Greece and 7% in Italy say they are very satisfied with the times in which they
live. In fact, more than one in five in Italy say they are very dissatisfied (22%).

Looking at the results across all three areas shows young respondents in Denmark are consistently
amongst the most likely to be satisfied with the situation in their country, in the world, and in the
times they live in.
Young respondents in Greece and Italy, on the other hand, are amongst the least likely to be satisfied
in each of these areas.
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The socio-demographic analysis shows respondents who are satisfied with the situation in their
country, the world and the times they live in are most likely to be:


Men;



Living in villages or cities;



Those who know at least one radicalised person;



Those who believe in few or none of the conspiracy theories asked about.

In addition:


Those aged 14-17 are the most likely to be satisfied with the situation in the world (33%),
while those aged 14-20 are the most likely to be satisfied with the times in which they live
(60%).



Those who are religious are more likely to be satisfied with the situation in their country
(52% vs 44% of those who are not) or the world (31% vs 25%), and the same pattern applies
comparing those who do and do not practice their religion.



Respondents who have not experienced discrimination are the most likely to be satisfied
with the situation in their country (56% vs 48% who have not experienced discrimination) or
the times in which they live (66% vs 56%).



Protestants (67%) and Muslims (62%) are more likely than other religious groups to be
satisfied with the situation in their country, while Protestants (66%) and Catholics (60%) are
the most likely to be satisfied with the times in which they live.



Respondents born in another EU country are the most likely to be satisfied with the situation
in their country (77% vs 48% of locally-born) or the times in which they live (71% vs 52%
born outside the EU).



Respondents with two foreign born parents are the most likely to be satisfied with the
situation in their country (60%), followed by those with one foreign-born parent (54%) or no
foreign-born parents (47%).

Page 31 of 85

Practicies |740072
D2.3 – Survey report ‘European youth and radicalisation leading to violence‘
2.3. Feeling of belonging and of safety
National and European pride
Earlier results illustrated that for three quarters of young respondents, the nation is important to
them. The results below show that a slightly larger proportion (78%) are proud to belong to their
nationality, while 81% are proud to be European (81%)11.

In most countries there is little difference between the proportions who feel proud to be European
and proud to be of their nationality, but there are exceptions. Respondents in Greece (88%
nationality vs 71% European) and France (85% vs 79%) are more likely to be proud of their
nationality than of being European. In Spain (68% vs 85%), Germany (74% vs 81%) and the Czech
Republic (79% vs 85%) the reverse is true, and young respondents are more likely to be proud of
being European than they are of their nationality.
The socio-demographic analysis illustrates young respondents who are proud of their nationality
are most likely to be aged 14-17, living in the country of their birth, have at least one locally-born
parent, be religious and practicing their religion. Catholics (87%) and Orthodox youth (84%) are the
most likely to be proud of their nationality, particularly compared to Muslims (73%), other Christian
groups (75%) and Protestants (76%).
Those who are proud to be European are more likely to be living in the country of their birth (81%)
or have been born in the EU (85%) rather born elsewhere (71%). They are also more likely to be
religious (84% vs 79% who are not).
Q6. To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 6.4 You are proud to be
(NATIONALITY); 6.5 You are proud to be European.
11
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Feeling of safety
As well as assessing their sense of belonging, the survey was designed to assess respondents feeling
of safety in a range of situations12.
The results illustrate that the more local the environment, the more likely young respondents are
to feel safe. For example, around nine in ten feels safe in the place where they live (90%) or where
they work or study (89%), compared to 63% who say this about travelling in the world. Feelings of
safety are comparable in their own country (77%) and when travelling in Europe (76%).

Looking at the results overall shows young respondents in Denmark are consistently amongst the
most likely to feel safe in each of these places. In contrast, those in Greece, France and Italy are
consistently amongst the least likely to feel safe in each of these places. Respondents in the Czech
Republic are much less likely to feel safe when travelling in Europe or the world, than in their own
country or local environment. This pattern also occurs in Ireland and Poland.
Overall, more than eight in ten young respondents in each country feel safe in the place where they
live. However, this high proportion masks considerable country-level differences in the proportion
who feel totally safe. There are only five countries where the majority feels totally safe: Austria
(65%), Denmark (61%), Germany (57%), Ireland (56%) and Portugal (53%). At the other end of the
scale 26% in Italy and 32% in Greece say they feel totally safe in the place where they live.
Q7. Generally speaking, do you feel safe...? 7.1 In the place where you live; 7.2 In the place where you work or study;
7.3 In (OUR COUNTRY); 7.4 When you travel in Europe; 7.5 When you travel in the world.
12
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At least eight in ten also feel safe in the place where they work or study, but the proportion who
feel totally safe ranges from 59% in Austria, 54% in Denmark and 53% in Ireland to 27% in Italy and
28% in Greece.

There are few notable socio-demographic differences amongst young respondents:




The higher a respondent’s education level, the more likely they are to feel safe when they
travel in the world, although the differences are small: 60% with low education levels feel
safe, compared to 66% with high education levels.
The more urbanised a respondent’s environment, the more likely they are to feel safe in
their country, when travelling in Europe or when travelling in the world.

Page 34 of 85

Practicies |740072
D2.3 – Survey report ‘European youth and radicalisation leading to violence‘
The only consistent result is that young respondents who have not experienced discrimination, or
those who believe in few or none of the conspiracy theories are more likely to feel safe in each of
these areas. For instance, 87% who have not experienced discrimination feel safe in their country,
compared to 75% who have.
The majority think their country and the place where they live are as safe or safer than ten years
ago
More than three quarters of young respondents feel safe in their country, and almost two thirds
(65%) say it is as safe or safer than ten years ago13. More than one third, however, say they feel less
safe (35%). In addition, the proportion who say they feel less safe in their country compared to ten
years ago is higher than the proportion who say they feel safer (17%).
As illustrated in the previous section, nine in ten young respondents say they feel safe in the place
where they live, and more than eight in ten say it is as safe or safer than ten years ago. Less than
one in five (18%) say the place where they live feels less safe than it did ten years ago.
Younger respondents are more likely to say they feel as safe or safer in their country or the place
where they live, compared to older respondents.

13

Q8 Do you feel safer, just as safe or less safe than ten years ago...? 8.1 In the place where you live; 8.2 In (OUR
COUNTRY).
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Greece (39%), Italy (23%) and Belgium (20%) are the only countries where at least one in five young
respondents say they feel less safe in the place where they live compared to ten years ago. However,
in each country more than one in ten feel this way.
In spite of this, the most common answer in each country is that respondents feel just as safe.

There is a broader range of opinion about safety in their country. More than half of all young
respondents in Greece say they feel less safe in their country compared to ten years ago (52%), as
do 46% in Belgium and 40% in France. This compares to Portugal and Denmark where one in five
feel this way (20%), and Ireland where 23% hold this view.

The socio-demographic analysis focuses on those who feel less safe.
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Women are more likely to say they feel less safe in the place where they live (21% vs 16%) or in their
country (40% vs 30%), compared to ten years ago. In addition, the lower a respondent’s selfassessed social class, the more likely they are to say they feel less safe than ten years ago both in
the place where they live and in the country.
Those living in towns or large cities (20%) are more likely to say they feel less safe in the place where
they live, compared to those in villages (13%).
Respondents living in the country of their birth are more likely to say they feel less safe where they
live (19%) or in their country (36%), compared to those born elsewhere. Furthermore, respondents
with at least one locally-born parent are the most likely to feel safe where they live or in their
country.
2.4. Feeling of well-being and the experience of discrimination
This section provides insight into feelings of wellbeing and belonging amongst young respondents.
It begins with an exploration of the frequency young respondents experience a range of emotions
and continues with a discussion about satisfaction with a range of aspects of life including family,
friends and work/studies. Respondents’ feelings about belonging and “fitting in” to society are
reviewed, as well as their sense of national or European pride. The section concludes with a review
of respondents’ sense of safety in a range of environments, as well as their experience of
discrimination.

a. Well being
Emotions felt the most frequently
The majority of young respondents in each country say they experience joy all the time/often,
ranging from 84% in Austria and 82% in Portugal to 68% in Italy and 69% in Ireland.
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Stress is the fifth most mentioned emotion felt all or some of the time (after joy (75%), love (68%),
enthusiasm (65%) and hope (63%)). In all but two countries the majority of young respondents say
they experience stress all the time/often. Respondents aged 14-24 in Greece (71%), Italy, Germany
and Austria (all 64%) are the most likely to say this. The exceptions are those in Denmark (45%) and
Spain (46%).

In addition to these emotions, at least half of all young respondents feel calmness (57%) or pride
(52%) all the time/often. More than one third say they experience boredom (41%), anger (40%),
discouragement (35%) or sadness (34%) all the time or often. At least one quarter experience
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loneliness (31%), fear (29%), disgust (28%) or depression (25%) all the time/ often, while 17% say
this about humiliation.
Q4T How often do you experience the following emotions or feelings?
(% - All the time / Often - Top 10 - 14 to 24 years old)
Joy

75

Love

68

Enthusiasm

65

Hope

63

Stress

59

Calmness

57

Pride

52

Boredom

41

Anger
Discouragement

40
35

The socio-demographic analysis reveals few consistent results. Looking first at emotions that could
be considered “positive”: joy, love, enthusiasm, hope, calmness and pride. Young respondents aged
14-17, those who are religious and those who practice their religion are consistently the most likely
to say they experience each of these all the time or often. Men are also more likely than women to
say they experience calmness (60% vs 53%) or pride (54% vs 49%) all the time or often. Those who
are least likely to believe in conspiracy theories are the most likely to say they experience these
positive emotions all the time or often (with the exception of pride), compared to those who believe
in many or all of the theories asked about.
Turning to the emotions that could be considered “negative”: stress, boredom, anger,
discouragement, sadness, loneliness, fear, disgust, depression, humiliation. Amongst young
respondents, those aged 18-20, those living in villages, those who have experienced discrimination
and those who know at least one radicalised person are consistently the most likely to experience
each of these almost all the time or often. Women are more likely than men to say they experience
stress (66% vs 54%), sadness (38% vs 29%), and depression (28% vs 23%) all the time or often. Those
with a low level of education are the least likely to say they experience stress all the time or often,
but they are the most likely to say this about humiliation.
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Respondents born outside the EU are the most likely to say they experience stress, boredom, anger,
sadness and depression often or all the time. Furthermore, respondents with at least one foreignborn parent are more likely to say they experience stress, boredom or anger all the time or often,
compared to those with two locally-born parents. Respondents with two foreign-born parents are
the most likely to say they experience each of the other negative emotions, with the exception of
disgust and discouragement. Finally, those with the strongest belief in conspiracy theories are the
most likely to say they experience these negative emotions some or all of the time, compared to
those who believe in few or none of the theories asked about.

b. Feeling of discrimination
Following on from the questions about feelings of safety, respondents were asked if they had felt
discriminated against for a range of reasons in the last 12 months 14. More than one quarter of young
respondents say they have felt discriminated against because of their physical appearance or
clothing (27%). This is the only type of discrimination mentioned by more than one in five. At least
one in ten say they experienced discrimination as a result of their age, their work or studies, their
political opinions, their sex or the town or neighbourhood where they live.
Young respondents are less likely to mention other forms of discrimination.
It is worth noting that younger respondents are much more likely than their older counterparts to
mention discrimination on the basis of their physical appearance or clothing (27% vs 18%).
Overall, young respondents are more likely to have experienced at least one of these kinds of
discrimination in the last 12 months, compared to those aged 25-50 (82% vs 75%), although the
difference is relatively small.

Q9. During the last twelve months, have you personally felt discriminated against for one or more of the following
reasons?
14
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In all but two countries, young respondents are most likely to say they have personally experienced
discrimination on the basis of their physical appearance or clothing. In Ireland and the Czech
Republic, however, respondents are most likely to mention age-based discrimination.

More than two thirds of respondents in each country say they have experienced at least one of
these types of discrimination in the last 12 months. In fact, Austria is the only country where fewer
than three quarters of young respondents say this (69%). The countries where young respondents
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are most likely to report at least one type of discrimination are Italy, Greece (both 87%) and France
(85%).
No more than one in five respondents in any country report experiencing discrimination based on
their political opinions, with proportions ranging from 20% in Spain and 19% in Greece to 9% in
France and 10% in Belgium and Portugal.

In most countries fewer than one in ten young respondents report experiencing discrimination
based on their religion. The exceptions are Greece (15%), Poland (14%), Denmark and Ireland (both
11%).
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The socio-demographic analysis shows that young respondents who have been discriminated
against for at least one reason are most likely to be:
 Women;


Those who place themselves in the lowest social classes;



Those who know at least one radicalised person;



Those born in an EU country other than the one where they live;



Those with two foreign-born parents.

Furthermore, respondents who know at least one radicalised person are more likely to report
experiencing each type of discrimination, and particularly that based on their age (25% vs 15%),
political opinions (24% vs 11%) or religion (16% vs 6%). Those born in another country, or those with
at least one foreign-born parent are the most likely to report discrimination based on their ethnic
origin, their religion or their social origin. For instance, 15% born outside the EU have experienced
discrimination based on their religion, compared to 8% who were born locally.
The analysis also shows:
 Women are much more likely to report discrimination on the basis of their sex (21% vs 6%
of men);


Muslims (41%) are much more likely to report discrimination on the basis of their religion,
compared to other religious groups (7%-18%).

2.5. Personal experiences around radicalisation
This section explores respondents’ exposure to radicalised respondents. It also discusses their
assessment of whether radicalisation will spread, and satisfaction with the actions of the national
government and the EU in fighting the spread of violent radicalism.
Almost one quarter of young respondents know at least one person who is radicalised
More than one in five young respondents know someone in their family, among friends or in their
circle who has been radicalised (23%), while 62% do not 15. Young respondents are more likely to
know at least one radicalised person than older respondents (23% vs 13%).
Young respondents are most likely to know a radicalised person amongst their friends or in the place
where they live (both 8%), or in their educational establishment (6%) or in their family (5%).

15

Q20 Do you know any people who have been radicalised in your family, among your friends or in your circle?
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Only a minority of young respondents in any country know at least one radicalised person.
Proportions range from 38% in Greece, 30% in Poland and 29% in Denmark and Italy to 9% in
Portugal, 13% in Belgium and 16% in the Czech Republic.

The socio-demographic analysis shows young respondents who know at least one radicalised
person are most likely to be found in the following groups:
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Men;



Those with low education levels;



Those who have an active occupation;



Those who place themselves in the lowest social class;



Those who are religious;



Those who practice their religion;



Those who have been discriminated against.

Amongst religious groups, other Christian (44%) or Orthodox youth (42%) are the most likely top say
they know at least one radicalised person, followed by Muslims (30%), Protestants (25%) and
Catholics (22%).
Respondents who were born in another EU country (37%) are the most likely to know at least one
radicalised person, followed by those born outside the EU (31%) and those who live in the country
of their birth (22%). Furthermore, respondents with two foreign-born parents (31%) are more likely
to know at least one radicalised person than those with one (24%) or no foreign-born parents (22%).
Finally, respondents who are the least likely to believe in conspiracy theories (8-9 correct answers)
are less likely to know at least one radicalised person, compared to those who believe in at least
some of the conspiracy theories asked about.
Radicalised persons defend a wide range of ideas - but particularly far-right and racist ideas
Respondents who know at least one radicalised person were asked about the ideas defended by
that person or persons16. The results highlight the various forms of radicalism present in European
society.
There are a range of ideas mentioned by at least one in five, with racist or xenophobic ideas the
most common (30%), followed by far-right political ideas (27%) and fundamentalist religious ideas
(25%). Sexist (23%) and far-left political ideas (21%) are also mentioned by more than one in five,
while almost as many mention nationalist or separatist ideas (19%). More than one in ten say this
person or these persons defended anti-Semitic ideas (15%).
Overall, 42% say the person/persons defended political ideas, while 39% defended racist ideas.

16

Q21 Can you tell us what ideas were defended by this person or these persons?
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Younger respondents are less likely than their older counterparts to say the person/persons
defended racist or xenophobic ideas (30% vs 35%), far-right political ideas (27% vs 32%) or
nationalist or separatist ideas (19% vs 24%).

In seven countries, radicalised persons are most likely to defend racist or xenophobic ideas, ranging
from 46% in Greece to 29% in Italy. Young respondents in France and Belgium are most likely to say
they defended fundamentalist religious ideas, while those in Spain are most likely to mention
nationalist or separatist ideas. Young respondents in Denmark are most likely to mention sexist
ideas, while those in Germany are most likely to say the person/persons defended far-right political
ideas17.

Care should be taken when interpreting the results for the following countries due to low or very low sample size:
Portugal (15), Ireland (21), the Czech Republic (26), Austria (27), Belgium (27), Denmark (33).
17

Page 46 of 85

Practicies |740072
D2.3 – Survey report ‘European youth and radicalisation leading to violence‘

At least three in ten of this group of young respondents in France (37%), Denmark (32%), Belgium
(31%) and Austria (30%) say the radicalised person or persons defended fundamentalist religious
ideas. This compared to 12% in the Czech Republic, 14% in Greece and 17% in Ireland.

Young respondents in Greece who know at least one radicalised person are the most likely to say
that person or persons defended racist or xenophobic ideas (46%), far-right political ideas (43%),
nationalist or separatist ideas (40%), or far-left political ideas (36%). Respondents in Ireland are the
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most likely across all countries to say this person defended sexist ideas (38%), while those in France
are the most likely to say they defended fundamentalist religious ideas (37%) or anti-Semitic ideas
(23%).
In each country at least one quarter of young respondents say the radicalised person or persons
defended racist or xenophobic ideas, making it the most consistently mentioned across all countries.

The socio-demographic analysis shows young respondents who know at least one radicalised
person defending political ideas are most likely to be:
 Aged 18-20;


Those with high education levels;
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Those in the higher classes;



Those who have not experienced discrimination;



Those born in the country where they live, or outside the EU;



Those with one or two locally-born parents.

Young respondents who know at least one radicalised person defending racist ideas are most likely
to be:
 Women;


Living in towns or large cities;



Students;



Lower or middle classes;



Those who have experienced discrimination;



Those with one foreign-born parent.

Young respondents who know at least one radicalised person defending fundamentalist religious
ideas are most likely to be:
 Women;


In the lowest class;



Those who have experienced discrimination;



Those who live in the country of their birth, or who were born outside the EU;



Those with one foreign-born parent.

Respondents who are Muslim (32%) are more likely to say they know at least one radicalised person
defending fundamentalist ideas than those in other religious groups, but not compared to those
who have no religion (29%).
Across most groups, the radicalised person is generally more likely to be defending political ideas
than racist ideas – and this is particularly the case for men, those aged 18-20, those with low or high
education levels, those living in villages and those who have not been discriminated against.
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Chapter 3. Media usage and habits, perception of the medias’ role in society, hate speech and
conspiracy theories
This second chapter primarily focuses on the role and use of both traditional and new media forms
in providing information about current affairs. Attitudes towards traditional media, as well as the
level of trust in traditional and new media will also be discussed. The final sections consider young
respondents’ belief in conspiracy theories, as well as their exposure to various forms of hate speech
both online and elsewhere.
3.1. Media usage and habits
Young respondents are more likely to consult online social networks rather than the traditional
media for information about current affairs18. Almost nine in ten (86%) say they have consulted
social networks weekly to find information about current affairs, compared to 78% who have
consulted traditional media weekly. Two thirds (66%) have been to alternate Internet sites weekly.
In contrast, older respondents are much more likely to have consulted weekly traditional media
(88%) than social networks (73%) for information on current affairs. They are also less likely than
those aged 14-24 to have consulted alternative Internet sites (61% vs 66%).

In each country, young respondents are most likely to have consulted online social networks to find
information about current affairs daily or almost every day. Furthermore, a majority in each country
Q14. During the last twelve months, how often have you consulted the following media to find information about
current affairs? 14.1 The traditional media (television, radio or newspapers) either online or offline; 14.2 Online social
networks (e.g. Twitter, Facebook or Instagram); 14.3 Alternative Internet sites.
18
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have done so, ranging from 73% in Portugal and 63% in Italy and Poland to 51% in Denmark, 52% in
the Czech Republic and 53% in Ireland.
In every country at least one quarter of young respondents have consulted traditional media daily
or almost daily, although Italy (55%) and Portugal (52%) are the only countries where more than
half have done so.
Alternative Internet sites are the least likely to be consulted in most countries, although the Czech
Republic (17%) and France (19%) are the only countries where fewer than one in five have visited
these sites for information on current affairs.
The chart clearly illustrates the dominance of social networks as a source of information about
current affairs for young respondents. For instance, in Greece there is a 34-point difference between
the proportion who consulted social networks or traditional media daily/almost daily, and a 32point difference comparing social networks and alternative Internet sites. Other countries with large
gaps include the Czech Republic, Ireland, Portugal and Belgium. Italy is the only country where there
is less than 10 points of difference between social media and traditional media or alternative
Internet sites.

The socio-demographic analysis shows young respondents who use traditional media daily or
almost daily to find information about current affairs are most likely to place themselves at the
highest point of the social scale, to be religious, be practicing their religion, live in the country of
their birth, or to have at least one locally born-parent. They are also the least likely to believe in the
conspiracy theories asked about.
Women are more likely than men to use social networks daily or almost daily to find this kind of
information (63% vs 55%). Those with one locally-born parent are the most likely to do this (66%),
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followed by those with two locally born parents (59%) or two foreign-born parents (52%). They also
have low levels of belief in conspiracy theories.
The most socio-demographic variation is found for those who use alternative Internet sites daily or
almost daily to find information about current affairs. These young respondents are most likely to
be in the following groups:
 Men;


Aged 14-17;



In the highest social class;



Those who have experienced discrimination;



Those who know at least one radicalised person;



Those born outside the country where they live;



Those with a stronger belief in conspiracy theories.

In addition, the lower a respondent’s education level, the more likely they are to visit alternate
Internet sites daily or almost daily for this kind of information.
Trust in these different forms of media also provides some interesting variation. Young respondents
who trust social networks are more likely to visit them daily for current affairs information than
those who trust other media forms. Respondents who trust alternative Internet sites are more likely
to visit these sites daily than those who trust other forms. However, the same pattern does not
occur for traditional media.

Young respondents are most interested in culture and social issues
When it comes to current affairs, young respondents are most likely to be interested in culture and
social issues, particularly compared to political and economic issues. However, the majority of young
respondents are interested in a wide range of aspects of current affairs, with the exception of
religion (34%)19.
Although it is the second most mentioned area by young respondents, they are less likely to be
interested in social issues than older respondents (76% vs 82%). Those aged 14-24 are also much
less likely to be interested in the economy (59% vs 72%), or in national (55% vs 63%) or international
(53% vs 61%) politics.

Q17. To what extent are you interested or not interested in the following aspects of current affairs? 17.1 Geopolitics/
international politics; 17.2 (NATIONALITY) political life; 17.3 The economy; 17.4 Social issues; 17.5 Sport; 17.6 Terrorism;
17.7 Immigration; 17.8 Culture (cinema, literature, exhibitions, theatre, music etc.); 17.9 Religion.
19

Page 52 of 85

Practicies |740072
D2.3 – Survey report ‘European youth and radicalisation leading to violence‘

There is relatively little variation in the most mentioned answer by young respondents in different
countries. In seven countries culture is the aspect young respondents are most interested in, while
in a further four countries social issues are most mentioned. In Ireland these aspects are equally
likely to be the most mentioned.

A broad overview shows young respondents in Italy are consistently amongst the most likely to be
interested in all the aspects of current affairs asked about. Those in Austria, Belgium and the Czech
Republic, on the other hand, are generally amongst the least likely to be interested in each aspect.
Respondents in Portugal are amongst the least likely to be interested in immigration, national and
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international politics, but amongst the most likely to be interested in all other aspects of culture
(excluding religion).
Highlights of the socio-demographic analysis of young respondents include:











Young women are more likely than men to be interested in culture and social issues, while
young men are more likely to be interested in sport, the economy, and national and
international politics.
Young respondents aged 14-17 are much more likely to be interested in sport than those
aged 18-24 (73% vs 54%).
Those with a low education levels are the most likely to be interested in sport, but the least
likely to be interested in social issues, the economy, immigration or international politics.
The more urbanised a respondent’s environment, the more likely they are to be interested
in the economy, immigration, and national and international politics.
Young respondents who place themselves in the lowest or highest social classes are the most
likely to be interested in religion and immigration, while those in the highest class are the
most likely to be interested in almost all other aspects of current affaires asked about, with
the exception of culture.
Young respondents living in the country of their birth are more likely to be interested in
national political life (55%) than those born outside the EU (46%) or elsewhere in the EU
(43%). Those born in another country are the most likely to be interested in immigration,
while those born outside the EU are the most likely to be interested in religion.
Young respondents with two foreign-born parents are the most likely to be interested in
religion, but the least likely to be interested in national political life.

In addition, young respondents who have experienced discrimination are more likely to be
interested in immigration (60% vs 48%) and religion (36% vs 24%) than those who have not
experienced discrimination.
Young respondents who are religious are more likely to be interested in each aspect, with the
exception of culture and international politics. Furthermore, those who are Muslim are the most
likely to be interested in religion and immigration, and the least likely to be interested in terrorism.
For instance, 84% of Muslim youth are interested in religion, compared to 38% of Protestants and
41% of Catholics. Not surprisingly, respondents who are practicing their religion are much more
likely to be interested in religion than those who are not.
Interest is also related to belief in conspiracy theories. For instance, the stronger the belief in
conspiracy theories, the more likely a young respondent is to be interested in religion. Those with
strong beliefs in conspiracy theories are generally less interested in each of the other aspects asked
about, compared to those with weak or no belief in conspiracy theories.
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Finally, young respondents who know at least one radicalised person are more likely to be interested
in each of these areas – with the exception of culture – compared to those who don’t know any
radicalised persons.

3.2. Trust and perception of the media’s influence on society

Although young respondents are less likely to turn to traditional media for information about
current affairs, they are much more inclined to trust the information that it provides than they are
to trust new media sources. More than two thirds (67%) of young respondents trust traditional
media, followed by alternative Internet sites (54%) and social networks (48%)20. Young respondents
are, however, more likely to trust the information on online social networks than older respondents
(48% vs 38%).
It is particularly interesting to see the contrast between the sources used regularly, and trust in
those sources. Social networks are by far the least trusted (48%), and yet they are the most likely to
be consulted weekly to find information about current affairs (86%). Traditional media and
alternative Internet sites are more likely to be trusted than social networks but are less likely to be
consulted weekly.

With the exception of Greece and Poland, young respondents in every other country are most likely
to trust the way information is presented in traditional media, and in each country except Greece
20

Q15 To what extent do you trust the way information is presented in the following media or not? 15.1 The traditional
media (television, radio or newspapers) either online or offline; 15.2 Online social networks (e.g. Twitter, Facebook or
Instagram); 15.3 Alternative Internet sites

Page 55 of 85

Practicies |740072
D2.3 – Survey report ‘European youth and radicalisation leading to violence‘
the majority trusts it. Proportions range from 85% in Denmark and Portugal to 40% in Greece and
60% in Spain and Poland.
Respondents in Poland are slightly more likely to trust alternative Internet sites than social media
(62% vs 60%). This is also the case in Greece, where alternative Internet sites are the most likely to
be trusted (57%), followed by social networks (52%), with traditional media (40%) a somewhat
distant third.
In most countries traditional media is more likely to be trusted by a considerable margin to other
sources. This is particularly the case in Denmark, Portugal, Ireland, Belgium, Austria, Germany and
France. In contrast, no more than five points separates the level of trust in these three sources in
Poland.
The country level results echo the overall pattern: although social networks are the most likely to
be consulted daily/almost daily for current affairs information in each country, they are less likely
to be trusted in the way their information is presented than traditional media. In 11 countries they
are also less likely to be trusted than alternative Internet sites.
So, at both an overall and a country level there is no positive relationship between trust in the way
information is presented in each of these three types of media, and the tendency to go to them
daily/almost daily for information on current affairs.

The socio-demographic analysis reveals a range of interesting differences:
Traditional media is most likely to be trusted by those:



Aged 14-20;
In the highest class;
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Who are religious;
Who practice their religion;

In addition, the lower a respondent’s education level, or the less urbanised a respondent’s
environment, the more likely they are to trust traditional media.
Online social networks are most likely to be trusted by the following groups:






Aged 14-17;
Those who are religious;
Those who are practicing their religion;
Those who have experienced discrimination;
Those who know at least one radicalised person.

In addition, the lower a respondent’s education level, the more likely they are to trust social
networks.
Alternative Internet sites are most likely to be trusted by:






Aged 14-17;
Those who are religious;
Those who are practicing their religion;
Those who have experienced discrimination;
Those who know at least one radicalised person.

There are interesting differences within religious groups. Muslims are the least likely to trust
traditional media and alternative website, while Protestants are the least likely to trust online social
networks. Protestants and Catholics are the most likely to trust traditional media, and Protestant,
Catholics and Orthodox youth are the most likely to trust alternative Internet sites.
Knowledge of conspiracy theories is also influential. The greater a young respondent’s knowledge
of the correct answers (the lower their belief in conspiracy theories), the more likely they are to
trust traditional media and the less likely they are to trust social media and alternative Internet sites.
Conversely, the more incorrect answers they give, the less likely they are to trust traditional media,
and the more likely they are to trust online social networks and alternative Internet sites. This
mistrust of traditional media has the potential to further fuel belief in conspiracy theories and
associated values and attitudes.
Young respondents have a negative view of traditional media
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The seemingly contradictory relationship between trust and media use is further complicated by the
fact that at least seven in ten young respondents have a negative view of traditional media21. The
majority think traditional media are in the hands of groups that defend their own interests at the
expense of information (72%) and that traditional media present a distorted vision of reality (70%).
Furthermore, 72% agree that to know the truth, it is better to obtain information from sources other
than the traditional media.
Young respondents are much more likely than their older counterparts to agree traditional media
present a distorted vision of reality (70% vs 61%).
These results combine to present a somewhat contradictory picture of young respondents’ attitudes
to these media sources. On the one hand, this negative view of traditional media could at least partly
explain why traditional media is less likely to be a daily source of information on current affairs than
social media. However, in spite of these negative views, traditional media is much more likely to be
trusted than either social media or alternate Internet sites.
It may be that the majority view that it is better to get information from sources other than
traditional media is partly why use of social media and alternate sites are relatively high. However,
it is clear there is no simple relationship between trust and use.

The majority of 14-24 year olds in each country agree traditional media presents a distorted vision
of reality, with proportions ranging from 89% in Greece, 76% in Poland and Spain and 75% in the
Czech Republic to 64% in Germany and 65% in Austria and Ireland. Furthermore, more than one in
Q16. To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 16.1 The traditional media
present a distorted vision of reality; 16.2 The traditional media are in the hands of groups that defend their own interests
at the expense of information; 16.3 To know the truth, it is better to obtain information from sources other than the
traditional media.
21
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ten respondents in each country totally agrees with this statement, with those in Greece (34%) and
Poland (30%) the most likely to do so.
Respondents in Greece, Poland and the Czech Republic are also the most likely to agree the
traditional media presents a distorted view of reality, and that to know the truth it is better to obtain
information from sources other than the traditional media.

The socio-demographic analysis illustrates young respondents who have the most negative view of
traditional media by agreeing with all three statements are most likely to come from the following
groups:


Those who place themselves in the lowest social class;



Those who have experienced discrimination;



Those who know at least one radicalised person;



Those born outside the EU;



Those with two foreign-born parents.

In addition, respondents who trust online social networks or alternative websites are more likely to
agree with all three statements than those who trust traditional media. It is interesting, however,
that more than six in ten respondents who trust traditional media also agree with all three
statements.
Once again, belief in conspiracy theories is related to trust in traditional media. Respondents with
stronger beliefs in conspiracy theories (fewer correct answers) are more likely to agree with each
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statement compared to those who are able to correctly identify the truth vs conspiracy theories.
For instance, 71% of those who were unable to correctly identify the truth or falseness of each
statement agree to know the truth, it is better to obtain information from sources other than the
traditional media, compared to 50% who identified the truth or falseness of all nine statements.
Respondents who use alternative websites at least weekly for information on current affairs are
more likely than those who use other sources weekly to agree traditional media are in the hands
of groups that defend their own interests at the expense of information, or that to know the truth,
it is better to obtain information from sources other than the traditional media.
Finally, the higher a respondent’s education level, the more likely they are to agree traditional
media are in the hands of groups that defend their own interests at the expense of information.

3.3. Hate speech and conspiracy theories
This section of the chapter starts with a discussion of young respondents’ exposure to various forms
of hate speech, both online and elsewhere. It is followed by a review of the level of belief in
conspiracy theories.
a. Hate speech on the Internet and elsewhere
The majority of young respondents have been exposed to various forms of hate speech on the
Internet at least once22. They are most likely to have read, seen or heard remarks or speech on the
Internet inciting violent action (77%), racism/xenophobia (77%), followed by antisemitism (62%) or
“jihad” (60%).
At least one quarter of young respondents have been exposed to these things weekly. More than
four in ten have been exposed to weekly incitements to violent action (44%) or racism/ xenophobia
(41%) on the Internet. More than on quarter have been exposed to incitement to “jihad” (28%) or
antisemitism (26%).
Young respondents are also more likely to have been exposed to incitement to these things weekly,
compared to older respondents – particularly violent action (44% vs 35%) and racism or xenophobia
(41% vs 32%).

Q18. During the last twelve months, have you read, seen or heard any remarks or speech ON THE INTERNET inciting
each of the following things? 18.1 Racism or xenophobia; 18.2 Antisemitism; 18.3 “Jihad”; 18.4 Violent action.
22
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Although young respondents are less likely to report being exposed to hate speech elsewhere, the
differences are not large, even when it comes to weekly exposure23. For instance, 44% reported
weekly exposure to incitement to violent action on the Internet, and 36% report weekly exposure
to this elsewhere. The differences are also relatively small comparing the Internet to elsewhere for
racism/xenophobia (41% vs 34%) or “jihad” (28% vs 24%). In the case of antisemitism weekly
exposure is the same online or elsewhere (24% in both cases).

Q19. During the last twelve months, have you read, seen or heard any remarks or speech ELSEWHERE inciting each
of the following things? 19.1 Racism or xenophobia; 19.2 Antisemitism; 19.3 “Jihad”; 19.4 Violent action.
23
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Italy and Greece are the only countries where at least half of all young respondents say they are
exposed weekly to incitements to violent action. In Italy the majority say this for both the Internet
(63%) and elsewhere (52%). In Greece, 50% of young respondents have been exposed to remarks
inciting violence online – the only country apart from Italy where this is the case.
Respondents in Italy, Greece, Spain (49%) and Ireland (48%) are the most likely to have been
exposed weekly to online remarks inciting violence, but more than one third in each country say
this. More than one quarter of respondents in each country have been exposed weekly to remarks
made elsewhere inciting violence, with proportions ranging from 52% in Italy, 45% in Greece and
38% in Denmark and Spain to 27% in France.
In each country, respondents are more likely to have been exposed online than elsewhere, with the
Internet much more likely to be mentioned in Italy, Spain, Ireland, Portugal (all +11 pp) and Poland
(+10 pp).

Once again it is young respondents in Italy who are most likely to have been exposed weekly to
remarks inciting racism or xenophobia online (60%) or elsewhere (48%). Greece the only other
country where at least half say the same about online exposure (51%). At least three in ten
respondents in each country have been exposed to speech inciting racism or xenophobia online at
least weekly, while at least one quarter in each country have been exposed elsewhere at least
weekly.
In each country, respondents are more likely to have been exposed online than elsewhere, with the
largest gaps observed in Italy, Ireland (both +12 pp) and Austria (+11).

Page 62 of 85

Practicies |740072
D2.3 – Survey report ‘European youth and radicalisation leading to violence‘

At least one in five respondents in each country have been exposed weekly to remarks made online
inciting jihad, with proportions ranging from 37% in Greece and Italy and 29% in Spain and Ireland
to 20% in Portugal and Austria. In each country respondents are less likely to have been exposed to
speech inciting jihad elsewhere. Those in Italy (33%), Greece (29%) and Spain (24%) are the most
likely to have been exposed elsewhere weekly, compared to 16% in Portugal, 17% in Austria and
18% in Belgium.
The differences between exposure online and elsewhere are generally smaller than for the previous
two kinds of hate speech, with the largest seen in Greece (+8 pp).

Fewer than four in ten young respondents in any country have been exposed weekly to speech
inciting antisemitism – either online or elsewhere. Respondents in Italy (37%), Poland (31%) and
Germany (27%) are the most likely to have been exposed online, while those in Italy (33%), Poland
(25%), Germany, France and Denmark (all 23%) are the most likely to have been exposed elsewhere.
It is worth noting, however, that more than one in ten in each country are exposed to speech inciting
antisemitism weekly – both online and elsewhere.
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The socio-demographic analysis shows young respondents most likely to be exposed weekly to
incitement to each of these kinds of hate speech both online and elsewhere are from the following
groups:
 The lowest or highest social classes;


Those who are Orthodox, Muslim or other Christian;



Those who practice their religion (with the exception of violent action and racism online);



Those who have experienced discrimination;



Those who know at least one radicalised person;



Those born outside the country where they live;



Those with two foreign-born parents.

Other results of note include:
 Young men are more likely to say they are exposed weekly to speech inciting jihad (31% vs
25% of young women) or antisemitism online (30% vs 23%), as well as antisemitism
elsewhere (27% vs 20%).


Young respondents who are religious are more likely to be exposed to speech inciting jihad
online (31% vs 24%).



Those who have low education levels are the most likely to be exposed elsewhere to speech
inciting jihad (28% vs 23%) or antisemitism (27% vs 22% with medium education and 21%
with high education).



Young respondents who are religious are more likely than those who are not to be exposed
weekly to each of these forms of hate speech elsewhere.
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b. Conspiracy theories
The majority of young respondents have at least some difficulty distinguishing between
conspiracy theories and truth
Respondents were presented with a range of statements including both conspiracy theories and
facts and asked whether they were true or false24.
Most young respondents correctly identified the truth or falsehood of at least four statements
(74%), with 24% correctly identifying seven to nine. Almost one quarter (23%) correctly answered
one to three statements, while 3% were incorrect about all nine.

Less than one third of young respondents in any country give seven to nine correct answers, with
those in France (32%), Germany (30%) and Austria (29%) the most likely to do so. This compares to
10% in Greece and 13% in Portugal.

24

Q13 Do you personally think that each of the following statements is true or false? Or do you not know whether it is
true or false? 13.1 The Illuminati exist; 13.2 The Americans landed on the moon in 1969 (T); 13.3 The earth is flat; 13.4
Men and monkeys have common ancestors (T); 13.5 The attacks of 11 September 2001 happened differently from the
way described in the media;13.6 There are secret organisations that are setting up a New World Order; 13.7 The first
ancestors of mankind appeared in Africa at least 3 million years ago (T); 13.8 The AIDS virus was created in a laboratory;
13.9 Global warming is a theory invented to manipulate people.
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There are five countries where at least half give four to six correct answers: Portugal (63%), Italy,
Spain (both 55%), Belgium (51%) and Poland (50%).
Respondents in Greece (46%), the Czech Republic (36%), Poland (35%) and Ireland (33%) are the
most likely to correctly identify no more than three statements as true or false.

There are only four statements that a majority of young respondents correctly identify as true or
false:


The earth is flat (F)



Men and monkeys have common ancestors (T)



Global warming is a theory invented to manipulate respondents (F)



The Americans landed on the moon in 1969 (T)
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At least three in ten young respondents incorrectly said the following theories are true:


There are secret organisations that are setting up a New World Order



The attacks of 11 September 2001 happened differently from the way described in the
media



The Illuminati exist

With the exception of the earth being flat, more than one in ten young respondents gave incorrect
answers for each other statement.
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The socio-demographic analysis illustrates those who are religious, who were born outside the EU,
who have two foreign-born parents, who have experienced discrimination, and who know at least
one radicalised person are more likely to get 1-3 correct answers, and less likely to get 7-9 correct
answers.
Those with a low education level are more likely to get 1-3 correct answers than those with medium
or high levels. The higher a respondent’s education level, the more likely they are to correctly
identify 7-9 statements as true or false.
Respondents who place themselves in the lowest social class are the most likely to get 1-3 correct
answers, and the least likely to get 7-9 correct answers.
The analysis also illustrates respondents who know at least one radicalised person, those who have
experienced discrimination, those who are religious and practice their religion, and those who trust
online social networks or alternative Internet sites are more likely to think the various conspiracy
theories asked about are true. This is the only consistent finding across all the false statements.
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Chapter 4. Opinions about democracy, and the way society should be organized
This chapter explores young respondent’s views about democracy, including leadership, the rule of
law and the restriction of individual freedoms.
4.1. The rule of law and leadership
Respondents were asked the extent to which they agreed with statements about the rule of law,
and about constraints on the national ruler.25
Concerning the rule of law, more than three quarters of young respondents agree respecting the
rule of law in their country is the best way of containing violence (78%). Younger respondents are
much more likely to agree it is acceptable to disobey the law to fight injustice in society (61% vs 50%
of older respondents). Opinions about the personal importance of justice (as discussed above) do
not vary between younger and older respondents, so this result reflects differences in opinion about
appropriate ways to fight injustice, rather than a difference in the importance of justice itself.
When it comes to their national ruler, half of all young respondents (50%) agree their country should
be governed by a strong leader who does not have to worry about parliament or elections.

Q2. To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 2.4 It is acceptable to disobey
the law to fight injustice in society; 2.6 (OUR COUNTRY) should be governed by a strong leader who does not have to
worry about parliament or elections; 2.7 Respecting the rule of law in (OUR COUNTRY) is the best way of containing
violence
25

Page 69 of 85

Practicies |740072
D2.3 – Survey report ‘European youth and radicalisation leading to violence‘
In each country in the study, the majority of young respondents agree it is acceptable to disobey
the law to fight injustice in society. At least one in five in Spain (25%), Poland, France (both 23%),
and Austria (20%) totally agree – as do more than one in ten in the remaining countries.
In some countries there are interesting patterns in opinions about the law. For example,
respondents in Belgium and Spain are amongst the most likely to agree it is acceptable to disobey
the law to fight injustice, and amongst the least likely to agree respecting the rule of law is the best
way of containing violence. The reverse is true in Italy and the Czech Republic.

There are five countries where the majority of young respondents agree their country should be
governed by a strong leader who does not have to worry about parliament or elections: the Czech
Republic (66%), Italy (58%), Greece (57%), Poland (56%) and Ireland (54%).
In addition, in seven countries at least one in five totally agrees with this statement, with more than
one quarter in the Czech Republic, Poland (both 29%), Greece and Italy (both 27%) saying they
totally agree.
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Young respondents who agree it is acceptable to disobey the law to fight injustice in society are
most likely to:







Be aged 18-20;
Live in a village;
Place themselves in the lowest social class;
Not be religious;
Be born outside of the country they live in;
Believe in most or all of the conspiracy theories asked about.

Young respondents who agree their country should be governed by a strong leader who does not
have to worry about parliament or elections are most likely to:






Be aged 14-17;
Have a low education level;
Be religious;
Be practicing their religion;
Believe in most or all of the conspiracy theories asked about.

Young respondents who agree respecting the rule of law is the best way of containing violence
are most likely to:






Be aged 14-17;
Have a low or medium education level;
Place themselves in the highest social class;
Be religious and practice it;
Believe in few or none of the conspiracy theories asked about.

Page 71 of 85

Practicies |740072
D2.3 – Survey report ‘European youth and radicalisation leading to violence‘

Interestingly, young respondents who have been discriminated against, and those who know at least
one radicalised person are more likely to agree it is acceptable to disobey the law to fight injustice
in society, or that their country should be governed by a strong leader who does not have to worry
about parliament or elections, compared to those who have not experienced discrimination or don’t
know a radicalised person. However, there is no difference between these groups when it comes to
respecting the rule of law as a way to contain violence.
There are also differences between religious groups. Orthodox (63%) and Muslim (61%) young
respondents are more likely to agree their country should be governed by a strong leader who does
not have to worry about parliament or elections than Protestants (45%) and Catholics (55%). The
same pattern occurs for young respondents who agree it is acceptable to disobey the law to fight
injustice in society.
4.2. Individual freedom
Respondents were asked the extent to which they agreed it is acceptable to limit individual
freedoms in exceptional circumstances such as a state of war or a terrorist threat 26.
A small majority think it is acceptable to limit individual freedoms in these circumstances
Just over half (55%) of all young respondents agree it is acceptable to limit the individual freedoms
of citizens under exceptional circumstances such as a state of war or a terrorist threat, while 44%
disagree27.

Q22. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is acceptable to limit the individual
freedoms of citizens under exceptional circumstances such as a state of war or a terrorist threat
27
Q22. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is acceptable to limit the individual
freedoms of citizens under exceptional circumstances such as a state of war or a terrorist threat
26
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In nine countries, the majority of young respondents agree it is acceptable to limit individual
freedoms in exceptional circumstances, with those in Portugal, Denmark (both 68%) and France
(66%) the most likely to agree. At the other end of the scale 41% in Greece, 40% in Austria and 47%
in Germany also agree.
France is the only country where at least one in five totally agree (23%), followed by 18% in Denmark
and 16% in Portugal. This compares to 5% in Greece and 10% in Austria.
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The socio-demographic analysis illustrates that young respondents who agree it is acceptable to
limit individual freedoms in exceptional circumstances are most likely to be found in the following
groups:


14-17 year olds;



Those who have been discriminated against;



Those who know at least one radicalised person.

There are no notable differences amongst other groups, indicating broadly-based agreement with
this idea.
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Chapter 5. Perception of and attitudes towards the use of violence
This chapter reviews the perceptions of respondents about the frequency of violence in a range of
settings are discussed, along with their opinions about when, if ever, the use of violence is
acceptable. Situations where respondents would personally use violence are also considered.
5.1. Perception of the frequency of violence
The majority of young respondents think violence is frequent in their country, but only a
minority say this about places in their immediate environment
Almost two thirds of young respondents think violence in their country is frequent (65%)28. In spite
of this, only a relatively small minority say violence is frequent in their local environment, including
the public transport they use (26%), the sporting events they take part in (23%) or the place where
they live (22%). Fewer than one in five say violence is frequent in the establishment where they
study (18%), in their workplace (11%) or at home or in their family (11%).
Young respondents are more likely than older respondents to say violence is frequent in the place
where they live (22% vs 15%).

Q10 Would you say that violence is frequent or rare...? 10.1 At home or in your family; 10.2 In the place where you
live; 10.3 In your workplace; 10.4 In the establishment where you study; 10.5 At the sporting events in which you take
part; 10.6 On the public transport you use; 10.7 In (OUR COUNTRY).
28
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In all but two countries the majority of young respondents think violence is frequent in their country,
with those in Italy (80%), Greece (79%), Spain and France (both 70%) the most likely to say this. The
exceptions are Denmark (41%) and Austria (44%).
Young respondents in Italy are also amongst the most likely to say violence is frequent in all the
other areas asked about, with the exception of their workplace and home. Those in Greece, France
and Spain are amongst the most likely to say violence is frequent at the sporting events they take
part in, in the place where they live and where they study. Young respondents in Greece and France
are amongst the most likely to say violence is frequent on the public transport they use.

The socio-demographic analysis only highlights a couple of consistent differences. Respondents
who have experienced discrimination are more likely to say violence is frequent in each of these
locations, compared to those who have not experienced discrimination in the last 12 months. With
the exception of violence in their country, the same pattern applies comparing those who know at
least on radicalised person with those who do not. For instance, 27% of those who know at least
one radicalised person say violence at home or in their family is frequent, compared to 6% who do
not know any radicalised persons.
Other results include:


Women are much more likely than men to say violence is frequent in their country (71% vs
59%), although there is no difference for environments closer to where they live, work or
study.



Respondents with low education levels are the most likely to say violence is frequent in their
workplace (26%) or at home or in their family (13%).
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Respondents who were born in the country where they live are the most likely to say
violence is frequent in their country (66%), followed by those born outside the EU (53%) and
those born in another EU country (44%). Respondents born in a non-EU country are the most
likely to say violence is frequent in their workplace: 17% do so, compared to 11% of those
who live in the country where they were born.



Respondents whose parents were born in another country are less likely to say violence is
frequent in the country they live in (57%), compared to respondents where at least one
parent is native to the country where they live. However, respondents with two foreign-born
parents are the most likely to say violence is frequent at home (14%) or in their workplace
(15%).

5.2. Attitudes towards violence
The majority of young respondents think the use of violence is acceptable to some degree, with
the defence of friends or family members the most likely reason
Not only do most young people think violence is frequent in their country, almost six in ten young
respondents (59%) think the use of violence is acceptable - although they are most likely to say it is
only acceptable in extreme circumstances (41%)29. Just 4% think it is acceptable under many
circumstances, while 14% say it is acceptable only under certain circumstances. For more than one
third (35%), however, violence is not acceptable under any circumstances.
Young respondents are less likely to say violence is not acceptable under any circumstances,
compared to older respondents (35% vs 42%).

Q11

Q11

To what extent is the use of violence acceptable to you?
(% - 14 to 24 years old)
Don't know/ Refusal
6

Under many circumstances
4
Under certain circumstances
14

To what extent is the use of violence acceptable to you?
(% - 25 to 50 years old)
Don't know/ Refusal
5

Under many circumstances
1
Under certain circumstances
11

Under no circumstances
35
Under no circumstances
42

Only under
extreme circumstances
41

Only under
extreme circumstances
41

Less than one in twenty young respondents in any country think violence is acceptable under many
circumstances. In all countries other than Greece (7%) and Portugal (8%), more than one in ten think
violence is acceptable under certain circumstances.
29

Q11 To what extent is the use of violence acceptable to you?
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More than one third of respondents in each country say violence is acceptable only under extreme
circumstances. This is also the most common answer in nine countries, including the Czech Republic
(48%), Germany (47%) and Austria (45%). Respondents in Portugal (48%), Italy (44%) and Spain
(43%), on the other hand, are most likely to say there are no circumstances where violence is
acceptable.
It is worth noting that almost one in five respondents in Poland and one in ten in Ireland say they
don’t know.

The socio-demographic analysis shows several interesting patterns amongst young respondents.
The views of those who have been discriminated against are skewed towards violence being
acceptable in more circumstances: they are more likely to say it is acceptable under many (4% vs
1%) or certain circumstances (15% vs 10%), and less likely to say it is acceptable only under extreme
circumstances (40% vs 47%) or never (35% vs 38%). The same pattern appears comparing those
who know at least one radicalised person with those who do not – although in this case the
differences are even more pronounced. For instance, 22% of those who know at least one
radicalised person say violence is not acceptable under any circumstances, compared to 39% who
don’t know any radicalised persons.
Other notable results include:


Men are most likely to say violence is acceptable under extreme circumstances (43%), while
women are most likely to say it is never acceptable (42%).



Respondents aged 14-17 are most likely to say violence is not acceptable under any
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circumstances, while those aged 18-24 are most likely to say it is acceptable only under
extreme circumstances.


Young respondents who were born in another country are more likely to say violence is
acceptable in many or certain circumstances and are less likely to say it is never acceptable.
For instance, 22% of those born outside the EU think violence is acceptable under certain
circumstances, compared to 20% who were born in another EU country, and 14% who were
born in the country where they live. Respondents with two foreign born parents are the
most likely to say violence is acceptable under certain circumstances: 20% think this way
compared to 13% with locally-born parents. Those with one foreign-born parent are the
most likely to say violence is acceptable only in extreme circumstances (47%). However,
there is little difference in the proportion who say violence is never acceptable, based on
where a respondent’s parents were born.

In addition, young respondents who are most likely to believe in conspiracy theories are least likely
to say the use of violence is never acceptable. Those who are least likely to believe in these theories,
on the other hand, are most likely to say violence is only acceptable under extreme circumstances.
For most young respondents, the use of violence is acceptable in at least some circumstances, so
where would they personally be willing to use violence?
More than three quarters (76%) of young respondents would be ready to use violence personally to
defend friends or family members, and this is by far the most mentioned option 30. Around one half
would personally use violence to defend their rights (52%) or to fight injustice (49%). The least
common reasons are to defend their religion or to take political action or through conviction – but
even in these cases almost one in five would personally be willing to use violence (both 18%).
Younger respondents are more likely to be personally willing to use violence to defend their rights
(52% vs 45% of older respondents), to fight injustice (49% vs 40%), to defend their ideas or values
(33% vs 25%), to defend their religion (18% vs 13%) or to take political action (18% vs 13%).

Q12 Would you personally be ready to use violence in the following situations? 12.1 To defend your ideas or your
values; 12.2 To defend friends or members of your family; 12.3 To take political action or through conviction; 12.4 To
defend your rights; 12.5 To defend (OUR COUNTRY); 12.6 To defend your religion; 12.7 To fight injustice.
30
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Respondents in each country are most likely to say they would be willing to use violence to defend
friends or family members, ranging from 86% in the Czech Republic, 84% in Poland and 83% in
Greece to 70% in Italy and France.

Respondents in Poland (59%), Greece (48%) and the Czech Republic (45%) are the most likely to be
willing to use violence to defend their country, compared to 24% in Spain, 28% in Belgium and 29%
in Italy.
Respondents in Poland (29%), and Greece (19%) are the most likely to say they would be totally
ready to do this. Almost half of all respondents in Spain, on the other hand, say they would not be
willing to use violence to defend their country at all (47%).
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Respondents in Poland are the most likely to be willing to use violence to defend their country, and
they are also the most likely to be willing to use violence to defend their religion (29%), followed by
those in Greece (23%) and Italy (21%). Poland is the only country where more than one in ten are
totally ready to do this.

Looking across all reasons, young respondents in Greece, Poland and the Czech Republic are
consistently amongst the most likely to be willing to use violence for most of these reasons.
The socio-demographic analysis shows few differences between groups in the proportions who
would use violence to defend friends or family members, although those aged 18-20 are more likely
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to be willing to do so than other age groups (81% vs 74%). Across all situations, those aged 14-20
are more likely than those aged 21-24 to be willing to take violent action.
There are, however, some interesting patterns for the use of violence in other situations. The
following groups are most likely to be willing to use violence in all the other situations described:


Men;



Those with low education levels;



Those who practice their religion (with the exception of defending rights and fighting
injustice);



Those who have experienced discrimination;



Those who know at least one radicalised person.

Within religious groups, Orthodox youth are the most likely to say they would personally use
violence in almost all of these situations, although those belonging to other Christian groups are the
most likely to be willing to take violent action to defend their ideas for values (53%), and Muslims
are much more likely than other groups to be willing to take violent action to defend their religion
(50%).
Furthermore, respondents who were born outside the EU (27%), or in another EU country (28%) are
more likely to be willing to use violence to defend their religion than those who were born locally
(18%). The same pattern applies for willingness to use violence to fight injustice.
Respondents with at least one foreign born parent are more likely to be willing to use violence to
fight injustice, compared to respondents with two locally-born parents. Those with two foreign born
parents are more likely to be willing to use violence to defend their religion (28%), than those with
one (19%) or two (17%) locally born parents.
Finally, respondents with the strongest belief in conspiracy theories are generally among the least
likely to be willing to use violence in each of these areas. The exception is the use of violence to
defend their religion – in this case greater belief in conspiracy theories is linked to a greater
willingness to use violence.
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6. Conclusions
The PRACTICES project’s underpinning assumption is that radicalism, in various forms, is a growing
phenomenon among European youth. This radicalism can take many forms, including religious
political and social.
The assumption of the survey is that radicalisation (not only religious but also political, social etc.)
is a growing phenomenon among European youth. Certainly, the perceptions of almost half the
respondents in this survey – both young and older - is that violent radicalism is widespread in their
country, and most think it will either remain at its current level or spread in the next five years.
However, the results of this survey paint a somewhat contradictory picture of European Youth. On
the positive side, there is little evidence of widespread disenfranchisement from society amongst
the young people surveyed. In fact, they are more likely to be satisfied with the times they live and
their future prospects than older respondents. The majority of young respondents feel fully part of
society, and that their values align with society. The large majority are proud of their nationality and
of being European. Although less than half think they live in a fair society, they are more likely to
think this way than older respondents. In fact, young respondents are more likely to say they can
succeed if they want to than older respondents.
The values that are important to young Europeans are, for the most part the same as those of older
Europeans, although they are slightly less likely to say the rule of law and the nation are important
to them. They are also more conservative when it comes to the right to an abortion, and also are
less likely to feel youth don’t pay enough respect to traditional values.
Opinions about law and justice do reveal some differences. Although justice is equally important to
all respondents, and a majority across both age groups agree respecting the rule of law the best way
to curb violence, those aged 14-24 are more likely to think it is acceptable to disobey the law to fight
injustice in society. Young people are also less likely to say violence is not acceptable in any
circumstances – the majority think it is acceptable to use violence, although for most this is only in
extreme circumstances. Young respondents are also more likely to say they would resort to violence
to fight injustice, defend their rights, ideas or values, although they are most likely to do so to defend
friends or family.
Even greater contrasts between young and older respondents can be seen in the attitudes towards
and use of media. Young people are more reliant on social media for news daily or almost daily
compared to traditional media – a situation that is reversed for older respondents. Young people
are also more likely to hold negative views of traditional media, believing it presents a distorted
view of reality, that it is influenced by vested interests, and that alternate sources are better for
learning the truth. In spite of this, traditional media is still more trusted than social media – although
young respondents are more likely to trust it than older ones. Clearly trust isn’t enough to drive
behaviour, particularly when the lives of these digital natives is so enmeshed in social media that
combined with distrust of traditional media means their opinions about news and current affairs is
likely to be strongly driven by social media – although some of these outlets might be traditional
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media. It is worth pointing out that majorities of older respondents are distrustful of traditional
media in the same way – but this trend is more pronounced amongst young people.
The majority of young people have at least some difficulty distinguishing between conspiracy
theories and truth – only a minority correctly identified the truth or falsehood of almost all
statements. However, there is no significant difference between old and young, so while young
people’s reliance on social media might make them more susceptible to “fake news”, this isn’t the
whole story. The results do show, however, that a greater belief in conspiracy theories is linked to
lower levels of trust in traditional media, and greater trust in social networks and alternative
Internet sites. Young respondents with stronger beliefs in conspiracy theories are also more likely
to know at least one radicalised person and to believe violent radicalisation is widespread, as well
as have a stronger preference for authoritarian leadership, and more acceptance of violence in
certain circumstances.
Young respondents are more likely to be exposed to various forms of hate speech on a weekly basis
– both online and elsewhere, although online is most prominent. Incitements to violent action or
racism / xenophobia are the most common amongst young people. This incitement to violence
might partially explain why young people are more likely to think violence is widespread in their
country – although only a minority have been exposed to it in the environments in and around their
home. The combination of a distrust of traditional media, gaps in critical thinking, and regular
exposure to hate speech and incitement to violence have the potential to be a risk for European
society.
The results show that young people are more likely to have experienced some form of discrimination
in the last 12 months, and they are also more likely to know at least one radicalised person.
Furthermore, these two factors – and in particular the experience of discrimination – are
consistently associated with more conservative, more negative or more extreme views. For
instance, those who experienced discrimination are less likely to feel fully part of their society, less
likely to feel safe, and more likely to think violence is acceptable. It is important to note that this
pattern appears across both age groups, but as young people are more likely to have experienced
discrimination or to know a radicalised person, the effect is more pronounced.
The survey highlights that there is no single dominant form of radicalism in the circle of European
youth – radicalised persons defend a wide range of social, political and religious ideas, although 2550 year olds are more likely to know someone who defends racist or xenophobic ideas, far-right or
nationalist or separatist ideas.
Just as there is no dominant form of radicalism, these results also illustrate that not all youth in the
countries studied feel the same way, with some clear national level trends emerging. Throughout
the results, young respondents in Greece and Italy in particular, as well as Spain are generally more
negative in their view of society than those in other countries. They are less satisfied with life in
general, their country and the world, and less likely to feel totally safe where they live. They are also
more cynical about traditional media, and less likely to trust it. Young respondents in these countries
are also amongst the most likely to know at least one radicalized person, and to be regularly exposed
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to hate speech. These patterns also occur to a lesser extent amongst youth in Belgium and France.
In contrast, young respondents in Denmark in particular, and also in Austria and Germany generally
have a more positive outlook and experience of society.
A broad overview of the results shows that class, being religious, and country of birth of the
respondent or their parents is connected to a range of attitudes. Those who classify themselves as
belonging to the lowest social classes, for example, are less likely to feel fully part of society, have
the most negative view of traditional media and greater trust in alternative internet sites.
Respondents who identify with a religion are more likely to be satisfied with their life and the
situation in their country and the world, and to feel fully part of their national society. They are also
more likely to be proud of their nationality and of being European than those who are not religious.
They are more likely to trust all forms of media, and to use traditional media regularly.
Young respondents living in the country of their birth are more likely to say democracy and peace
are important, and less likely to say this about religion and respect for other cultures, compared to
those born elsewhere. Locally-born respondents are more likely to feel fully part of their national
society, and to be proud of their nationality and of being European. They are also less likely to report
discrimination based on their ethnic origin, their religion or their social origin, and they are less likely
to be exposed to hate speech online, compared to those born elsewhere. Those born outside of the
EU, and those with two foreign-born parents experience more negative emotions, and have the
most negative attitudes towards traditional media. Respondents with two foreign-born parents also
tend to have more conservative views, but be more satisfied with the situation in their country.
The results of this survey give some signposts to areas where effective action against violent
radicalism could be taken – both in youth and amongst older respondents. Addressing
discrimination will be key, as this – more than age – is a key and consistent factor associated with
more negative views and a greater willingness to accept violence. Building trust in traditional media,
as well as better equipping young people with critical thinking skills to assess the truth and falsehood
of information or information sources would also appear to be an important factor, given the
diverging attitudes and use of media. Addressing hate speech – particularly online – will be
challenging, but critical given the high level of exposure, and also the extent that young people’s
lives are enmeshed with the online world – particularly social media. Country differences also
suggest specific programs could be targeted in countries where youth are most at risk.
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